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MoFo Guides SoftBank's $4.4B WeWork Investment 

By Dave Simpson 

Law360, New York (August 24, 2017, 10:27 PM EDT) -- Morrison & Foerster LLP is representing SoftBank 
Group Corp. in a $4.4 billion investment in WeWork Companies Inc., which rents out co-working spaces, 
the companies announced Thursday. 
 
WeWork’s parent company will get $3 billion through a primary investment in new shares and a 
secondary investment in existing shares, according to a release from the companies. Another $1.4 billion 
will go to three newly created companies that will fund WeWork’s expansion in China, Japan, and 
Southeast Asia and Korea, the release said. The money comes through SoftBank’s $93 billion Vision 
Fund. 
 
“Masayoshi Son is a visionary business leader and we are humbled by this strong endorsement of our 
mission and purpose,” WeWork co-founder and CEO Adam Neumann said of SoftBank’s CEO and 
chairman in a release. “This support from SoftBank and the Vision Fund will provide even more 
opportunities for creators as we set out to humanize the way people work and live.” 
 
Currently, WeWork has about 150,000 members and more than 160 physical locations across more than 
50 cities worldwide, the release says. The Wall Street Journal reported that the company, founded in 
New York City in 2010, was valued at $17 billion in 2016. 
 
“WeWork is leveraging the latest technologies and its own proprietary data systems to radically 
transform the way people work,” said Son in the release. “Adam’s unique vision and talented team have 
created a sharing platform that offers maximum flexibility and opportunity to creators of all types, from 
young entrepreneurs to large multinational companies. We are thrilled to support WeWork as they 
expand across markets and geographies and unleash a new wave of productivity around the world.” 
 
As a result of the deal, several SoftBank executives will join WeWork's board of directors, according to 
the companies' release.  
 
SoftBank was represented by Susan Mac Cormac, Gary Brown, Marcia Ellis, and Ken Siegel of Morrison & 
Foerster LLP. 
 
WeWork was represented by Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP. A Skadden team including 
M&A partners Graham Robinson and Laura Knoll, Corporate Finance partners Stacy Kanter and Ryan 
Dzierniejko, M&A associate Adam King, Corporate Finance associate Jeremy Winter, Executive 
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Compensation and Benefits partner Regina Olshan, Intellectual Property and Technology partner Bruce 
Goldner, and Tax partner Moshe Spinowitz worked on the $3 billion investment in WeWork's parent 
company. A Skadden team including Corporate Finance partner Will H. Cai, Corporate counsel Olivia 
Odell and associate William Zhu and international legal consultant Jinmeng (Karen) Song, Bengoshi 
partner Mitsuhiro Kamiya, M&A partner Leif King, Bengoshi counsel Akira Kumaki, Corporate associate 
Louis Artime, and Bengoshi associate Michihiro Nishi worked on the $1.4 billion investment in the three 
newly created companies. 
 
--Editing by Alanna Weissman. 
 
(Update: This article has been updated to include counsel information for WeWork.) 
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