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appellate hot list
Our 2017 special report features an elite group of lawyers and law firms that posted hard-fought wins at the U.S. Supreme 
Court or in federal circuit courts. How do they do it? Luckily, these appellate aces offer great advice: listen to colleagues, answer 
the question, read good writing and, in oral argument, position yourself like a jazz musician—always be ready to improvise. 
Presenting this year’s honorees in their own words, edited for clarity and length.

                                       —Lisa Helem

A speciAl report

 Tell us abouT your Top u.s. 
supreme CourT or federal 
CirCuiT CourT viCTory over The 
pasT year and how you and 
your Team aChieved The win.

T h e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  r u l e d 
unanimously for MoFo client Sandoz 
in Sandoz v. Amgen, the court’s first 
case involving the Biologics Price 
Competition and Innovation Act. 
This victory paves the way for the 
biosimilar industry, and it was the 
capstone of another great year for 
MoFo’s appellate practice. 

My co-chair Joe Palmore and 
I worked closely with our client 
and trial colleagues to develop the 
winning strategy. We explained how 
the complex statutory provisions work 
together to further Congress’s goals of 

increasing competition and allowing 
early patent litigation. 

 h o w  d i d  y o u r  f i r m 
approaCh appellaTe suCCess 
over The pasT year?

We  t e a m  w i t h  o u r  M o F o 
colleagues to give our clients the best 
of both worlds—top-notch appellate 

specialists and first-rate subject-
matter specialists. 

We know the process, the judges, 
what will get traction, and what will 
ultimately win cases for our clients.

 whaT praCTiCe adviCe 
w o u l d  y o u  g i v e  y o u r 
younger self? 

1. Pick at least one colleague you 
admire and encourage him or her 
to mentor you. There’s no one way 
to be an excellent advocate; watch 
others and adopt what works for you. 
Surround yourself with excellent 
lawyers; they will make you better.

2. Answer the question.  

Responses submitted by Deanne Maynard, 

appellate and Supreme Court practice co-chair 

at Morrison & Foerster.

Morrison & Foerster LLP

Reprinted with permission from the November 2017 edition of THE NATIONAL LAW JOURNAL © 2017 ALM Media Properties, LLC. All rights reserved. Further duplication without permission is prohibited.  
For information, contact 877-257-3382, reprints@alm.com or visit www.almreprints.com. #005-11-17-03 

deanne maynard of morrison & foerster.

www.nlj.com
www.imreprints.com

