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Morrison & Foerster Adds Cybersecurity Partner To NY Office 

By Mike Curley  

Law360 (March 20, 2019, 8:17 PM EDT) -- Morrison & Foerster LLP has bolstered its 
global privacy and data security group by bringing in a former Proskauer Rose LLP 
attorney as a partner in its New York office, the firm announced Wednesday. 
 
Kristen Mathews, who has more than 20 years of experience in data privacy and 
cybersecurity, started at the firm Monday after spending 11 years at Proskauer. She 
said she’s looking forward to working with Morrison & Foerster’s globally 
recognized privacy practice. 
 
“What I came to realize recently is how deep their team is, and when I say team, 
I’m talking about a large volume of partners here who are deeply immersed in this 
like I am, and totally devoted to it like I am,” she told Law360 on Wednesday. “And I realized how much I 
could gain from being on a team like that.” 
 
Among other duties, Mathews has advised clients on compliance with data law, protecting data in 
transactions, and preparing for and responding to cybersecurity breaches. She has also represented 
clients in a wide range of industries, including technology, consumer goods, sports, utilities and 
education. 
 
"Kristen is an exceptional lawyer who adds even greater depth and experience to our top-tier group," 
Miriam Wugmeister, co-chair of Morrison & Foerster's global privacy and data security group, said in a 
statement. "Kristen will further help us meet the rapidly growing global demand for our counsel on 
privacy and data security matters." 
 
Mathews said the firm was attractive to her because of its top-rated privacy group and partners who 
approach the practice on a deep and intellectual level. 
 
She added that since starting in the industry in 1998, she has seen many changes in practice and 
priorities and has developed a lot of expertise. That experience is what she brings to the table at 
Morrison & Foerster. 
 
“I have seen a lot of evolution and from that perspective, I am able to see the forest through the trees,” 
she said. “I’m able to see what’s important and what’s not.” 
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Mathews added that she feels cybersecurity is one of the biggest legal specialties right now, pointing to 
constant coverage in the media as evidence of how important it is for companies to get security right. 
 
Things were different when she first started, she said, because in the advent of the internet age it was 
hard to get clients on board with prioritizing their online security measures. But now, with hacking and 
other cyber attacks on the rise, it’s a big priority. 
 
“It’s just a matter of helping them grapple with the challenges in this area while still being practical and 
business-minded,” she said. “Clients need advice that is not just academic and theoretical.” 
 
Matthews holds an undergraduate degree from Washington University in St. Louis, and a law degree 
from Boston College Law School. 
 
--Editing by Abbie Sarfo. 
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