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MVP: MoFo's Brandon C. Parris 

By Darcy Reddan 

Law360 (November 12, 2019, 3:07 PM EST) -- Brandon C. Parris 
of Morrison & Foerster LLP guided a bevy of billion-dollar deals 
over the past year, including clearing regulatory hurdles as part of 
Sprint's $59 billion tie-up with T-Mobile, earning him a place as 
one of Law360's 2019 M&A MVPs. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

HIS BIGGEST ACCOMPLISHMENT OF THE LAST YEAR: 
Parris represented Sprint and controlling shareholder SoftBank 
Group as the telecommunications giant waded through federal 
regulations and state concerns in the way of its merger with T-
Mobile. The deal carries an enterprise value of $59 billion for 
Sprint with a $146 billion valuation for the combined company. 
 
The deal clocks in as one of the largest in the history of the 
telecommunications industry and is also one of the most complex, 
bringing together shareholders in three separate jurisdictions as 
both companies are controlled by non-U.S. entities. 
 
Japan-based SoftBank is the majority stakeholder in Sprint while 
Germany's Deutsche Telekom is the controlling shareholder of T-
Mobile. 
 
Parris said that the bulk of the work over the past year involves 
guiding SoftBank through the regulatory challenges of the deal, 
which involved Sprint's divestiture of its prepaid businesses, along 
with other assets, to Dish Network Corp. before merging with T-Mobile. 
 
"The overall Sprint/T-Mobile transaction, which is still ongoing, dominates a lot of time honestly," Parris 
said, noting that the divestiture is valued at roughly $5 billion. 
 
HIS BIGGEST CHALLENGE OF THE LAST YEAR: 
Parris said that while the Sprint deal with T-Mobile is his biggest accomplishment, it also doubles as the 
most complex deal he is working on. 
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"Part of the thing that makes it so complex is that you've got two large industry players that are public 
companies [Sprint and T-Mobile] who are each owned by public companies from foreign jurisdictions," 
Parris said. 
 
As an M&A practitioner, he said that these are the type of deals that really drew him to the practice as 
he gets the opportunity to dive into the minutiae of the deal and explore all the intricacies. 
 
WHAT DREW HIM TO THE PRACTICE: 
"I love the dynamics of an M&A transaction. Working with a client on acquisition strategy, the 
complexities of the deal; there are always issues that you haven't dealt with before. It really does keep 
you at the forefront of what's going on," Parris said. 
 
Parris notes that these ingredients are part of the recipe that drew him in and keeps him excited to 
come into the office each day. 
 
WHAT MOTIVATES HIM: 
"To have a client reach out to you and put their trust in you, that is hugely motivating," Parris told 
Law360. 
 
One such client is VMware, which Parris represented in multiple transactions over the past year. 
 
Parris was part of the team that advised VMware on its negotiations that ultimately brought Dell back to 
the public market. The deal saw an exchange of Dell's VMware tracking stock for Dell's Class C common 
stock and cash and was valued at $21.7 billion. 
 
In addition to the Dell deal, Parris steered VMware's deal for cybersecurity company Carbon Black that 
carried an equity value of $2.3 billion. The deal is expected to close in the second half of the 2020 fiscal 
year. 
 
Parris is motivated by taking on his clients' desires and finding a way to bring about those results, 
whether it is on the buy or the sell side. 
 
"At the end of the day, that's what makes this job worth it," he said. 
 
— As told to Darcy Reddan 
 
Law360's MVPs are attorneys who have distinguished themselves from their peers over the past year 
through high-stakes litigation, record-breaking deals and complex global matters. A team of Law360 
editors selected the 2019 MVP winners after reviewing nearly 900 submissions. 
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