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Former Mueller Prosecutor Returns To Private Sector At MoFo 

By Justin Wise  

Law360 (February 3, 2021, 4:36 PM EST) -- A U.S. Department of Justice veteran who served as a lead 
prosecutor in former special counsel Robert Mueller's investigation into Russian election interference is 
returning to the private sector as a co-chair of Morrison & Foerster LLP's national security and global risk 
and crisis management practice groups. 
 
Brandon L. Van Grack joins the BigLaw firm's Washington, D.C, office after more than a decade at the 
DOJ, where he most recently served as head of the Foreign Agents Registration Act Unit, which handles 
foreign influence matters, Morrison & Foerster said Wednesday. 
 
The hiring follows the exits of John Carlin and David Newman, former leaders of the global risk and crisis 
management practice groups, who joined the Biden administration in January. 
 
Van Grack, who left his position at the DOJ last week, told Law360 that he returned to the private sector 
because was looking to start the "next chapter" of his career. He said he was attracted to Morrison & 
Foerster because of its work in national security and investigations as well as his previous interactions 
with the firm's attorneys. 
 
"I know a number of the Morrison & Foerster attorneys from my work at the DOJ over the last decade 
and I've always been really impressed with their effectiveness and their knowledge," Van Grack said. 
"Getting the opportunity to work with them was something I ultimately jumped at." 
 
Van Grack played an integral role in prosecutions sparked by Mueller's sprawling investigation into 
Russian interference in the 2016 U.S. presidential election. Van Grack helped secure the conviction of 
former Donald Trump campaign chairman Paul Manafort on bank and tax fraud. He also led the 
investigation and prosecution of former National Security Adviser Michael Flynn, who in 2017 pled guilty 
to making false statements to the FBI. 
 
As Flynn sought to withdraw his plea, federal prosecutors in May 2020 moved to dismiss the case, a 
controversial move Democratic leaders denounced. Van Grack withdrew from the case days ahead of 
the DOJ's motion. 
 
In March 2019, Van Grack took over the FARA unit as then-Assistant Attorney General for National 
Security John C. Demers said the law would shift from an "administrative or regulatory obligation to one 
that is increasingly an enforcement priority" for the DOJ. 



 

 

 
FARA is a statute that requires people acting as agents for foreign principals engaged in 
political activity to register with the DOJ and to disclose activities they undertake on behalf of foreign 
clients. The law gained greater attention following the 2016 election and concerns about Russian 
interference, a Morrison & Foerster "client alert" from March 2019 said. 
 
Van Grack headed a team of more than 40 attorneys and staff and said he employed a number of FARA 
enforcement mechanisms that had not been used in years, such as civil litigation and inspections. During 
his time heading the unit, Van Grack obtained the first civil injunction involving FARA in roughly 30 
years, according to Morrison & Foerster. 
 
Van Grack said he expects enforcement activity on several national security fronts to remain a top 
priority in the Biden administration. He named FARA, exports control, sanctions and foreign investment 
as areas that would stay busy. He said much of the work for him will transition to ensuring clients are 
complying with the regulatory landscape, which he noted has become "more difficult to navigate." 
 
"When you look at these areas of national security, the trend lines are that the executive branch is 
continuing to regulate and enforce them," he said. "There's no reason to think the Biden administration 
isn't going to continue on that trend line. There will certainly be plenty of work." 
 
The firm's global litigation co-chair, Bradley Wine, said that Van Grack's background would help 
make Morrison & Foerster the "go-to firm" on FARA. 
 
"We recognize the importance of FARA, and more broadly, national security issues to our clients, 
whether its cross-border transactions, counseling matters or investigations and enforcement actions 
clients encounter," Wine told Law360. "Looking at the business of the firm, we couldn't be more pleased 
to have the opportunity to bring him on as a partner." 
 
Van Grack started his legal career as an associate at Baker Botts LLP before becoming a law clerk for 
Judge Thomas F. Hogan of the U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia. He spent much of his time 
in the DOJ in the national security division, focusing on matters including cybercrime and economic 
sanctions, according to his LinkedIn profile. 
 
For Morrison & Foerster, the addition marks its second hire away from the DOJ in 2021. Brian K. Kidd, 
who served as a leader in the department's financial fraud unit, joined the firm's Washington, D.C., 
office on Jan. 3, he told Law360. Kidd is a member of its investigations and white collar defense group. 
 
--Additional reporting by Sameer Rao. Editing by Jill Coffey. 
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