Client Alert.
September 18, 2012

Morrison & Foerster Launches Class Action Defender Blog
By Rebekah Kaufman
We are pleased to announce the launch of our new blog, Private Surgeon General Class Action Defender, which provides
robust case information and industry analysis of false advertising and false labeling class action cases.
You are no doubt asking yourself (and rightly so) what a private surgeon general class action is. We’ve all heard about
surgeon general warnings on tobacco and alcohol products. But now manufacturers and retailers of consumer products
have a different surgeon general to worry about. Not the real surgeon general who is appointed by the president, but the
droves of private citizens and plaintiffs’ counsel acting like surgeons general who are filing consumer class action
complaints seeking to force manufacturers and retailers of food, consumer, and household products to post surgeon
general-like warnings, change package labels and advertising, and refund hundreds of millions of dollars to unharmed and
otherwise perfectly happy consumers who purchased healthful and untainted products. These cases are easy to spot
because they focus on purportedly dangerous or unhealthy ingredients in products and, just like the surgeon general,
seek warning labels or changes in product labeling and packaging.
Private surgeons general have no doubt been emboldened by the increased reluctance of courts to dismiss these cases
at the pleading stage. But there are distinct trends in the defenses available to manufacturers and retailers defending
against these suits. That’s where we come in. We will identify and comment on these trends (albeit unabashedly from a
defense perspective). Stay tuned and welcome to the blog.
Click here to visit the blog.
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About Morrison & Foerster:
We are Morrison & Foerster—a global firm of exceptional credentials in many areas. Our clients include some of the
largest financial institutions, investment banks, Fortune 100, technology and life science companies. We’ve been
included on The American Lawyer’s A-List for nine straight years, and Fortune named us one of the “100 Best Companies
to Work For.” Our lawyers are committed to achieving innovative and business-minded results for our clients, while
preserving the differences that make us stronger. This is MoFo. Visit us at www.mofo.com.
Because of the generality of this update, the information provided herein may not be applicable in all situations and should
not be acted upon without specific legal advice based on particular situations. Prior results do not guarantee a similar
outcome.
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