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MoFo Nabs Wilson Sonsini Life Sciences Atty In SF 

By Dorothy Atkins 

Law360, San Francisco (June 8, 2017, 4:32 PM EDT) -- Morrison & Foerster LLP has 
hired a Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati PC attorney with more than 20 years of 
experience representing life sciences companies and investors in complex 
transactions and patent-related issues to the firm’s global life sciences group in 
San Francisco, Morrison & Foerster said Thursday. 
 
Scott R. Carter, who holds a doctorate in chemistry from California Institute of 
Technology, is joining Morrison & Foerster as of counsel to work with biotech, 
pharmaceutical, diagnostic and medical device companies, the firm said. Carter 
has extensive experience negotiating agreements related to corporate 
partnerships, patent licenses, research and development, clinical trials and 
manufacturing and supply deals, according to the firm. Carter also advises clients 
on the intellectual property aspects of mergers and acquisitions, according to his profile on the firm's 
site. 
 
Carter said Thursday that he was drawn to Morrison & Foerster due to its "highly impressive" global life 
sciences platform, its technology transactions practice and its reputation. 
 
“I’m thrilled to join Morrison & Foerster’s team, and look forward to collaborating with my new 
colleagues in providing continued value to the firm’s life sciences clients,” he said in a statement. 
 
At Caltech, Carter researched the design and testing of DNA-binding molecules and non-natural 
nucleosides. He was also assistant director of the Office of Technology Transfer, where he managed the 
school’s life sciences patent portfolio and advised entrepreneurs on new ventures, according to 
Morrison & Foerster. 
 
At Morrison & Foerster, Carter will join the firm’s global life sciences group, which handles major 
corporate transactions for leading life sciences companies, including mergers and acquisitions, strategic 
partnerships and joint ventures, the firm said. It also offers clients expertise in patent prosecution, IP 
licensing and enforcement matters in the United States, with substantial support from the firm's teams 
across the globe, the firm said. 
 
Janet Xiao, co-chair of Morrison & Foerster’s global life sciences group, said Thursday Carter has advised 
clients on a variety of critical deals for top international and domestic life sciences clients. 
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“Scott’s impressive background in negotiating complex intellectual property and commercial 
agreements will be an asset to our clients operating in this fast-evolving market and we are delighted to 
add him to our team,” Xiao said in a statement. 
 
In addition to his doctorate, Carter has an undergraduate degree from Amherst College and a law 
degree from UCLA School of Law. 
 
The hire comes after the firm hired six lawyers to join its group of patent litigators last month, led by 
former Wilson Sonsini partners Stefani Shanberg and Jennifer Schmidt. In the past year, Morrison & 
Foerster’s San Francisco office has added four new corporate partners — Dario Avram, Patrick Huard, 
Alex Kaufman and Sara Terheggen — along with Joshua Hill Jr., a partner in the firm's securities litigation 
enforcement and white collar defense group. 
 
--Editing by Jack Karp. 
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