
 

 

 

 

Portfolio Media. Inc. | 111 West 19th Street, 5th Floor | New York, NY 10011 | www.law360.com 
Phone: +1 646 783 7100 | Fax: +1 646 783 7161 | customerservice@law360.com  

 

The Laterals Audit: Tax Attorney Moves In May 

By Derek Major 

Law360 (May 31, 2018, 8:28 PM EDT) -- In the latest edition of the Laterals Audit, Akerman LLP expands 
its national tax practice group, Kirkland & Ellis LLPhires a partner in its Houston office, 
and McGuireWoods LLP gets a business tax partner in Richmond, Virginia. 

Cole Schotz PC is expanding its Florida tax office with the addition 
of Christopher Gagic as a member in the tax, trusts and estates department. 
 
The firm said Gagic will focus on trust and estate planning. He advises on family 
and business succession planning, federal estate and gift tax returns, special 
needs planning and general taxation issues. 
 
Additionally, Gagic will assist clients with complex family matters and provide 
guidance on administrative and litigation perspectives. He also represents 
clients in probate and trust matters in the state of Florida. 

Akerman is expanding its national tax practice group with the addition of 
experienced trusts and estates partner Stacey Prince-Troutman in its Orlando, 
Florida, office. 
 
Prince-Troutman will represent individuals and families in probate, trust, 
estate and transfer tax controversy matters. Additionally, Prince-Troutman will 
help clients with estates and trusts, wealth transfer planning, transfer tax 
minimization and a bevy of other tax matters, Akerman said. 

Jon Neal has rejoined McGuireWoods' business tax group as a partner in its 
Richmond, Virginia, office. 
 
According to the firm, Neal will counsel business owners on federal and 
international tax implications, acquisitions, joint ventures, reorganizations and 
debt offerings. Neal will also work with clients on structuring investments and 
do work on historic, low-income housing, new markets and energy tax credits. 
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Zachary Rudisill has joined Akin Group as a partner in its public law and policy 
practice. 
 
According to the firm, Rudisill previously worked as tax counsel to Sen. Rob 
Portman, R-Ohio, and served as his principal adviser during the creation, 
markup and passage of the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act. Rudisill also previously 
worked as a legislative assistant to the tax staff of the Ways and Means 
Committee and to the Subcommittee on Select Revenue Measures. 

Bradley Davis and Lan Kennedy-Davis have joined Rumberger Kirk & Caldwell. 

 
The firm said Davis will work with clients in tax, estate 
planning and administration, business planning, including 
formations, reorganizations, private securities offerings 
under federal and state securities laws, mergers, 
acquisitions and sales purchases of businesses. 
 
Davis will also represent individuals and businesses before 
the Internal Revenue Service and the U.S. Tax Court in 
connection with employment taxes and other issues such as 
changes in accounting methods, unreasonable 
compensation issues, independent contractor versus employee status and additions to tax and 
penalties. 
 
Kennedy-Davis will focus on general and complex litigation, including business disputes, bankruptcy 
litigation and family law matters, the firm added. 

Steven Hadjilogiou has joined McDermott Will & Emery LLP’s tax practice group 
in Miami. 
 
Hadjilogiou will work with clients and advise them on international tax planning. 
According to a firm statement, Hadjilogiou previously represented several 
Fortune 500 companies and major privately held businesses in their tax 
planning and supply chain projects, as well as high-net-worth entrepreneurs 
with their personal tax and estate planning. 
 
According to the firm, Hadjilogiou has experience in inbound and outbound 
transactional tax planning, transfer pricing, tax-related intellectual property matters and other tax 
matters. 

R. David Wheat has joined Kirkland & Ellis as a partner in the firm’s Houston 
office. 
 
Wheat, as part of the tax practice group, will advise clients on corporate tax 
and financing transactions, particularly in the energy sector, as well as 
partnerships, limited liability companies and entities, the firm said. Wheat will 
also use his previous experience to advising clients on mergers, acquisitions, 
turnarounds and tax controversies. 
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BakerHostetler announced Jonathan Forster and Rebecca Monicone have joined its private wealth team. 
According to a firm statement, both attorneys have decades of experience constructing and executing 
personalized strategic business and tax plans for successful 
individuals, families and their businesses. 

The firm said Forster will head its private wealth practice 
team in the northeast market in an effort to complement its 
extensive private wealth offerings. 
 
Meanwhile, Monicone will work with clients on legacy plans 
for high-net-worth families and business owners and assist 
clients with trusts and wills. Additionally, Monicone will 
advise a diverse group of clients, including corporate 
executives, entrepreneurs and families with complex issues. 

Cooley LLP will boost its tax practice by bringing on David Wilson as a partner in 
its London office. 
 
According to Cooley, Wilson will work with clients on a wide spectrum of U.K. 
and cross-border tax matters, including public and private mergers, 
acquisitions, spinoffs and reorganizations. 
 
Additionally, Wilson will use his extensive experience with corporate finance 
transactions, including issuances of debt, equity and hybrid instruments into 
U.S., U.K. and other capital markets to assist clients. 
 
Morrison & Foerster LLP has announced that Jay Blaivas has joined as a tax partner in its New York 
office. 
 
Blaivas has over 20 years of experience and will become a member of MoFo's federal tax group, 
providing key support to its real estate investment trust, fund formation, real estate and private equity 
practices, the firm said. 
 
Blaivas’ specific areas of technical and practical experience span a broad range 
of real estate and other tax matters, including structuring real estate equity 
and debt funds for U.S., non-U.S., tax-exempt and foreign sovereign investors, 
structuring funds in a tax-efficient manner, mortgage securitizations, 
partnership and joint venture transactions, agreements, allocations and other 
related tax issues, the firm said. 
 
MoFo also added to its state and local tax practice William Gorrod in its San 
Francisco office. Gorrod will work with clients on state and local income and 
franchise taxes, bank taxes, gross receipt taxes, unincorporated business taxes, sales and use taxes, real 
estate transfer taxes and payroll taxes, the firm said. 
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Niamh Keogh has joined the Irish law firm Mason Hayes & Curran as a tax 
partner. 

Keogh will counsel clients on the use of Irish regulated fund structures and 
securitization vehicles, as well as work with domestic and international clients. 
 
Keogh's experience includes advising on inward investment into Ireland, real 
estate and debt acquisition structures, corporate restructurings, mergers and 
acquisitions, debt and equity listings and international tax structuring, the firm 
said. 

 
Jonathan Ivinson has joined King & Spalding LLP as a partner in its Geneva 
office. 
 
According to the firm, Ivinson will bring his international tax and domestic tax 
experience and advise clients including high-net-worth individuals, trusts and 
multinational corporations on investment and asset holding structures. 
 
Ivinson, the second partner to join King & Spalding's Geneva office this year, 
was a partner at Akin Gump. 
 
Audry Casusol is joining Sidley Austin LLP as a partner in its tax and employee 
benefits and executive compensation practice in New York. 
The firm said Casusol will help clients with executive compensation and 
employee benefits related to mergers and acquisitions, divestitures, initial 
public offerings, restructurings and spinoffs. 
 
Additionally, Casusol will advise clients with tax, employment and securities 
laws, corporate governance and disclosure obligations regarding employee 
benefits, executive compensation and related matters. 
 
--Editing by Christine Chun. 
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