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MVP: Morrison & Foerster's Craig Fields 
 

Law360 (November 27, 2018, 4:46 PM EST) -- Craig Fields, co-chair of Morrison & Foerster LLP’s tax 

department and chair of the firm’s state and local tax group, has landed a spot as one of Law360’s 2018 

Tax MVPs, helping Agilent Technologies win a case in the Colorado Court of Appeals with a ruling that 

said the Colorado Department of Revenue cannot force a holding company that has no property or 

payroll activities in the U.S. to be included in its parent company’s combined corporate income tax 

return. 

 

HIS BIGGEST ACCOMPLISHMENTS THIS YEAR: 

Despite earning wins for big names like Agilent Technologies 

in Colorado and Kohl’s Department Stores Inc. in Virginia, 

Fields said it's really the “stealth victories” that are his 

biggest accomplishments. Those are areas where he can 

help clients snag a win as the state entirely or substantively 

concedes. 

 

“We can get great results for a company without having to 

do a trial,” Fields said. 

 

Those wins help save clients money and time by not having 

to go through court processes, such as depositions of 

executives, Fields said. 

 

 

BIGGEST CHALLENGE OF THE LAST YEAR: 

In the last year alone, the tax world has gone through titanic shifts, and that’s the area where Fields said 

challenges lie. Between the South Dakota v. Wayfair decision in the U.S. Supreme Court, the federal tax 
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overhaul passed in December and all the effects those decisions have had on the state level, Fields said 

staying on top of the changes is a brave new world. 

 

“It’s been a really big year in the state tax world,” Fields said. 

 

 

HIS PROUDEST MOMENT AS AN ATTORNEY: 

For Fields, picking his proudest moment in the last year was easy: He was the 2017 recipient of the New 

York University School of Professional Studies Paul H. Frankel annual award for Outstanding 

Achievement in State and Local Taxation. 

 

Fields said he worked for more than 25 years with Frankel, who was senior counsel with Morrison & 

Foerster before he died in February 2017 at the age of 80. He said that receiving the award, presented in 

December by Frankel’s wife Dee, was an honor. The two had fought cases across the country, including a 

case that went up to the Supreme Court: MeadWestvaco Corp. v. Illinois Department of Revenue. 

 

Fields said Frankel was probably the most well-known, well-respected state tax attorney ever. 

 

“Frankel is the godfather of state and local tax,” Fields said. 

 

 

ADVICE FOR JUNIOR ATTORNEYS: 

Attorneys just starting out in the state tax world, Fields said, should find an area and become an expert 

in it early, becoming the go-to person in the firm on that issue. 

 

“Do not procrastinate, do it now and take pride in your work,” Fields said. 

 

Though the work is always challenging, Fields said it’s important to be happy with the work you're doing 

in order to excel in it and to think early and often about what path you want to take. 

 

“It’s not just going to fall upon you,” Fields said. 

 

 

— As told to James Nani 

 

Law360's MVPs are attorneys who have distinguished themselves from their peers over the past year 



 

 

through high-stakes litigation, record-breaking deals and complex global matters. A team of Law360 

editors selected the 2018 MVP winners after reviewing nearly 1,000 submissions.  
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